F Fi ig gu ur re e 1 1. . L Li in ne ea ag ge e o of f p pr ro om mi in ne en nt t m me em mb be er rs s o of f t th he e B Bu uk kh ht tī īs sh hū ū`f fa am mi il ly y. . many learned Greek physicians east towards the protection of the Sassanid king, Khusraw Anushirwan the Wise. A university with a medical school and a hospital were established under his patronage, and GrecoSyriac medicine blossomed. To this was added medical knowledge from India, brought by his physician minister or vizier, Burzuyah. Anushirwan had sent Burzuyah to India to learn and bring back the secrets of Indian medicine. On his return the latter brought back from India the famous "Fables of Bidpai," several Indian physicians, details of Indian medical texts, and a Pahlavi (early Persian) translation of "Kalila wa Dimma." Khusraw's search for knowledge included acquisition of a translation of Aristotelian logic and philosophy. Thus, at the time of the Muslims' invasion and capture of the city, the medical school of Jundishapur was already well established and had become a renowned medical center of Greek, Syriac, and Indian learning. This knowledge had intermingled in this crucible to create a highly acclaimed and state-of-the-art medical school and hospital. After the advent of Muslim rule, this medical school and hospital continued to thrive under the leadership of the first recorded Bukhtīshū family member, nicknamed Bukhtīshū` the Elder or Bukhtīshū` Senior, 1 who became the chief physician.
Unfortunately, not much is known about him except that he must have lived before the time of the second Abbasid caliph, al-Manṣūr (ruled 754-775 CE).
We will now proceed to describe each of these distinguished physicians of this family and their contributions to the development of medicine in the early Islamic period. E Et ty ym mo ol lo og gy y According to ibn Abī Uṣaybi`a's Uyūn al-anbā', 2 the name "Bukhtīshū`" means "servant of Jesus." However, more modern scholars consider the root of the word to be derived from pre-Islamic Pahlavi (early Persian) language. "Bukhtag" means "the one who is freed or delivered" and "Yishū'" means "Jesus Christ." Thus, Bukhtīshū` means one who is freed or delivered by Christ.
B Bu uk kh ht tī īs sh hū ū`I I ( (B Bu uk kh ht tī īs sh hū ū' ' t th he e E El ld de er r) ) a an nd d J Ji ib br rā ā' 'ī īl l I I i ib bn n B Bu uk kh ht tī īs sh hū ū`I I Both Bukhtīshū' I and Jibrā'īl I ibn Bukhtīshū' I were the original members of the Bukhtīshū` family and practiced in Jundishapur. Not much is known about them other than being cited in the descriptions of their sons and grandsons who became more famous by their association with the Abbasid caliphs of Baghdad and about whom more information is available.
J Ju ur rj ji is s I I ( (J Jo or rj ji is s, , G Ge eo or rg ge es s) ) i ib bn n J Ji ib br rā ā' 'ī īl l I I i ib bn n B Bu uk kh ht tī īs sh hū ū' ' I I Jurjis I (Jorjis, Georges) ibn Jibrā'īl I ibn Bukhtīshū' I was the grandfather of Jibrā'īl II ibn Bukhtīshū` II. He was head of the medical school at Jundishapur. He was the grandson of Bukhtīshū` I (senior). He had earned himself a name as a physician of repute and authored several medical books. When Caliph alManṣūr (ruled 136-158 AH) became sick with a stomach ailment in 148 AH/768 CE, he summoned his court physicians. His own physicians could not cure his ailment. At this time Jurjis was heading the medical school and hospital in Jundishapur as their chief physician. Caliph al-Manṣūr was advised by his physicians to send for Jurgīs from Jundishapur. An envoy was sent forthwith to fetch Jurjis (148 AH/765 CE). Initially he refused, but he was threatened with death if he did not comply. He then consented to come to Baghdad and placed his son Bukhtīshū` II in charge of the hospital in his absence. He was accompanied to Baghdad by two of his assistants, Ibrāhīm and `Īsa ibn Shahla. He was brought in the presence of the caliph who asked him several questions to ascertain his credentials. Jurjis had an impressive personality and was talented in speech. He satisfied the caliph with his answers. The caliph then described his symptoms to Jurjis, who listened to him carefully and stated that he would be able to treat the ailment. The caliph was requested to submit a urine sample. After examining the caliph's sample, Jurjis prescribed him the medications that cured him.
The caliph was very impressed and honored him with gifts and titles. He also gave him a reward of 10,000 dinars. Because Jurjis's wife had not accompanied him, the caliph sent him three Byzantine slave girls. Jurjis accepted the money but returned the slave girls, citing that his religion forbade him from marrying other women when his wife was still alive. This impressed the caliph even more, and he entrusted him with the treatment of his entire clan. He fell ill in 152 AH/769 CE. Before allowing him to return to Jundishapur, the caliph invited him to convert to Islam but he declined, saying that he wanted to return to the land of his forefathers to die. Amused by his obstinacy, the caliph sent an attendant with Jurjis to ensure that he reached his destination safely. In return, Jurjis sent him `Īsa ibn Sahl to attend to his medical needs as his son Bukhtīshū` II could not be spared from the Jundishapur hospital. The date of Jurjis's death is unknown.
B Bu uk kh ht tī īs sh hū ū' ' I II I During the reign of Caliph al-Mahdī, his son alHādī fell ill. The younger Bukhtīshū` II was summoned to Baghdad in 171 AH/787 CE and cured the crown prince. Al-Hādī's mother, Khayzuran, preferred her own physician, Abū Koraish. For this reason, Caliph al-Mahdī allowed Bukhtīshū` II to return to Jundishapur.
Later the same year, Caliph Hārūn al-Rashīd suffered from severe headaches and summoned Bukhtīshū` II again to Baghdad. After he cured him, he appointed him chief physician in his court and head of a hospital he founded in Baghdad. As a court physician, he also attended the viziers in the service of the caliphs, especially those of the Barmakī family. When he attended Ja`far ibn Yaḥyā al-Barmakī in 175 AH/791 CE, he recommended his son Jibrā'īl to be the medical attendant. Bukhtīshū` II died in 185 AH/801 CE.
J Ji ib br rā ā' 'ī īl l i ib bn n B Bu uk kh ht tī īs sh hū ū' ' I II I ( (J Ji ib br rā ā' 'ī īl l I II I) )
Jibrā'īl II was the son of Bukhtīshū` II and the grandson of Jurjis ibn Bukhtīshū`. He was an astute physician and earned a great reputation in the practice of medicine. He achieved great fame as a Bukhtīshū`. He was associated with several of the caliphs, but, like most of the court physicians of his time, suffered from the vicissitudes of his masters. His father introduced him to the Barmakī family, and he became the personal physician of Ja'far the Barmakid in 175 AH/791 CE.
When he successfully cured one of Caliph Hārūn al-Rashīd's favorite slaves of a hysterical paralysis, he won the confidence of the caliph and was appointed his private physician in 190 AH/805 CE. However, during the last illness of Hārūn at Tus in Persia, he was too candid in the exercise of his duty, thus totally displeasing his master and as a result fell into disgrace.
A bishop whom the caliph had consulted in his place incited Hārūn still further against Jibrā'īl, and he was condemned to death. Vizier al-Faḍl ibn alRabī` managed to prevent his execution and rescinded the decree. Hārūn's son al-Amīn again appointed him court physician. When the latter was overthrown by his brother al-Ma'mūn, Jibrā'īl was again imprisoned and did not receive his freedom until 202 AH/817 CE, when the vizier al-Ḥasan ibn Sahl required his services. Three years later, he again fell into disgrace and was superseded by his son-in-law Mīkhā'īl. In 212AH/827 CE, al-Ma'mūn was forced again to send for him as Mīkhā'īl was unable to give advice regarding an illness of the caliph.
Al-Ma'mūn, in gratitude of his rapid recovery, reappointed him to his office and returned to him the property that had been confiscated. But Jibrā'īl II did not live long to enjoy his master's favor. He died the following year in 213 AH/828 CE. He was buried at the monastery of St. Sergius at al-Madā'in (Ctesiphon).
He wrote various medical works and exerted much influence upon the progress of science in Baghdad. He was the most prominent member of the famous Bukhtīshū` family. He took pains to obtain Greek medical manuscripts and patronized the translators. He recognized the talent of Ḥunayn ibn Isḥāq, whom he commissioned to translate many original Greek medical works. 3 M Mī īk kh hā ā' 'ī īl l Mīkhā'īl, the son-in-law of Jibrā'īl II, was a competent physician in the service of Caliph al-Wāthiq. He replaced Bukhtīshū` III when al-Wāthiq banished the latter to Jundisahpur. Jibrā'īl III was the son of Ubaydullah I ibn Bukhtīshū` III. After his father's death, his mother married a physician. After the death of his mother, his stepfather disinherited him and he became penniless. Jibrā'īl III moved to Baghdad and began studying medicine exclusively in Baghdad and working at the famous `Aḍuḍī Hospital. After treating successfully an envoy from Kirman, he was called to Shiraz by the Buwayhid 'Aḍuḍ al-dawla, but soon thereafter he returned to Baghdad. He only left Baghdad for short consultations, even declining an offer from the Fatimid al-`Azīz who wished to establish him in Cairo. He instead chose to go to Mayyafaraqin at the invita-turies beginning with the earliest identifiable member, Bukhtīshū` the Senior, in the early part of the 2nd century of Hijra/8th century CE and ending with the last prominent descendant, Bukhtīshū` IV, who worked for Caliph al-Muqtadir and his son al-Rāḍī in the middle of the 11th century CE.
